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STORYTELLING

23rd October 1:30pm - 5:30pm Aberdeen DE2012

This interactive workshop will explore the role and shape of narrative in communities (which may
include not only geographically local, but also digital and interest-based virtual and hybrid communities,
e.g. health or research communities), in digital, written and oral storytelling forms. This exploration will
be framed within the context of the digital economy, with speakers from the RCUK-funded SerenA pro-
ject highlighting the ways that storytelling has been harnessed in both methods and research outputs.

Communities, audience engagement, and social interactions are increasingly mediated through digital
technology (e.g. Facebook, Twitter and YouTube), but it isimportant that digital interaction enhances and
supports rich interactions, and does not attempt to replace face to face communication. The very act of
communication is fundamentally an act of storytelling and so the stories we fashion about ourselves to
make sense of our life experiences are intrinsically linked to our identity and sense of self (Bruner, 2002).
We therefore argue that narrative and storytelling are critical in today’s digital economy — in communicat-
ing our work to peers, end-users, and to the wider public as a way of understanding and relating their
own experiences and goals to the technology-supported environments of the Digital Economy.
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